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This course seeks to introduce students to politics in Western Europe and to explore broader 
issues and theories in Comparative Politics. In this course, you will become familiar with the 
institutional arrangements (the rules and procedures that structure decision-making) in four 
political systems: France, Germany, Great Britain and the European Union. The course will 
highlight differences in institutional arrangements, such as unitary versus federal systems, 
parliamentary versus presidential systems and variations of different electoral laws. We will 
investigate the different European political systems, including the main political actors, social 
and cultural environments and historical traditions. We will also discuss the changes in European 
politics since the end of the Cold War, focusing on the increasingly prominent role of the 
European Union and the integration of Western and Eastern Europe. As we learn about West 
European politics, the course will also emphasize topics that may be relevant to other areas of the 
world, such as political culture, the relationship between mass and elite attitudes and the 
structure of party systems.   
 
Required Texts: 
 
Conradt, David P. 2005. The German Polity, 8th edition. New York: Longman.   
 
Safran, William. 2009. The French Polity, 7th edition. New York: Longman.  
 
Norton, Philip. 2001. The British Polity, 4th edition. New York: Longman.  
 
Course Requirements: 
 

 Attend all classes.  
 Complete the assigned readings before coming to class and participate in classroom 

discussions.  
 Submit ten newspaper articles and write five essays on those articles 
 Attend one presentation on Western Europe and submit an essay on that presentation 
 Complete the mid-term and final examinations 



 Complete and submit final draft of paper on last day of class 
 
Assessment: 
 
 The final grade will be based on the following distribution: 
 5% - class attendance and participation  
 20% - six short essays  
 25% - mid-term examination 
 25% - final examination  
 25% - final paper 
  
Grading Scale: 
 
The numerical equivalents of the letter grades are: 
 
A+ = 98%-100%  C+ = 78%-80%  F = 60% or below 
A = 93%-98%   C = 73%-78% 
A- = 90%-93%  C- = 70%-73% 
B+ = 88%-90%  D+ = 68%-70% 
B = 83%-88%   D = 63%-68% 
B- = 80%-83%  D- = 60%-63% 
 
Short Essays: 
 
To follow developments in West European politics, we will write several short essays analyzing 
current events in Western Europe. For each essay, you must first find two newspaper articles that 
focus on the same theme or event. The two articles should allow you to analyze politics in two or 
more different West European countries. Ideally, each article will focus on a different country. 
For example, the first article might be on the German Chancellor and the second article might be 
on the British Prime Minister. Both articles must be from the prior two months. Once you have 
found the articles, you must then write a 1-page, double-spaced essay analyzing the event and 
comparing politics in two or more West European countries. Following the example with 
Germany and Great Britain, your essay might then compare the powers of the different chief 
executives. For each assignment, you need to submit a hard copy of each of the two articles and 
the essay in class on the due dates. Please note that we will not accept late submissions of these 
essays. The due dates for the five articles are January 21, February 4, February 18, March 4 and 
March 25.  
 
Newspaper Article Sources: Financial Times; BBC News; International Herald Tribune; 
New York Times; Washington Post; European Business News Online. In addition to these 
sources, you are free to use English-language news sources throughout Europe, America and the 
world, so long as the stories pertain to Western Europe.  
 
To benefit from the knowledge and experience of scholars and professionals working on Western 
Europe, you should attend at least one presentation on Western Europe during the course of the 
semester. This presentation may address any political, social, cultural or economic topic, so long 



as it pertains to Western Europe. The presentation must be offered by a scholar or professional 
and should be sponsored by one of the academic departments, schools or centers at Indiana 
University. We will make every effort to inform you of upcoming presentations both in class and 
on Oncourse. You should then write a critical reaction essay to the presentation and submit it by 
April 8.   
 
Final Paper:  
 
For the final paper, you should select two academic articles focused on a topic related to 
European Politics from a recent issue (last five years) of a journal of political science. To insure 
that you use appropriate articles for the paper, you must have both articles approved by the 
instructor. Please bring the articles to the instructor to be approved before or after class. For each 
inappropriate article, you will receive a 15% reduction from the grade of your final paper.    
 
Your paper will compare and contrast the two articles. As such, the articles should explore a 
similar theme. Your essay should identify the central argument of each article, discuss whether 
the articles use appropriate evidence, evaluate the plausibility of the arguments and offer 
suggestions for improving the research. The paper should be 7-8 pages, double-spaced. You 
should submit copies of both articles along with the paper. The paper is due by 4:00 on Monday, 
May 4.  
 
Journal Sources: West European Politics; Comparative Politics; German Politics; Electoral 
Studies; European Journal of Political Research; Comparative Political Studies; British 
Journal of Political Research; European Union Politics; Journal of Common Market 
Studies. In addition to these journals, there may be other academic journals you wish to use for 
the final paper. To make sure other journals are appropriate, check with the instructor.  
 
General Business: 
 
Please note that class attendance is mandatory. You may miss three classes without providing an 
excuse. The class participation grade will be reduced by 5 points for every additional class 
missed. Anything covered in class lectures or assigned readings may be part of the examinations. 
If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to find out anything covered in class from another 
student.  
 
Assignments must be completed according to the schedule. We will not accept late assignments. 
Contact the instructor in case of emergency.  
 
Make sure that you include proper citations in any written or oral work. Plagiarism will result in 
a failure for that assignment, referral to the administration and other potential consequences. 
Please consult the Code of Student Ethics for a definition of plagiarism.  
 
Please do not hesitate to ask questions, introduce discussion points, articulate your opinions and 
comment on the reading materials. 
 
 



Schedule: 
Day Topic Readings 
Jan. 12 Introduction   
Jan. 14 German Political System Conradt Chapter 7 
Jan. 19 No Class – MLK Day  
Jan. 21 French Political System Safran Chapters 6,7 
Jan. 26 British Political System Norton Chapters 8, 12 
Jan. 28 French Historical Development  Safran Chapter 1 
Feb. 2 British Historical Development Norton Chapter 3 
Feb. 4 German Historical Development Conradt Chapters 1, 2 
Feb. 9 Issues in European Politics: Immigration  
Feb. 11 
Feb. 16 

Social and Economic Context of Modern Europe Safran Chapter 2 
Conradt Chapter 3 
Norton Chapter 1 

Feb. 18 Introduction to Political Culture  
Feb. 23 British Political Culture Norton Chapter 2 
Feb. 25 German Political Culture Conradt Chapter 4 
Mar. 2 French Political Culture Safran Chapter 3 
Mar. 4 Issues in European Politics: Environment  
Mar. 9 Mid-Term Review  
Mar. 11 Mid-Term  
Mar. 16 No Class – Spring Break  
Mar. 18 No Class – Spring Break  
Mar. 23 Electoral Systems  Norton pp.83-101; Conradt 

pp.161-170; Safran pp.142-
151 

Mar. 25 Voting Behavior Norton pp. 102-111; 
Conradt pp. 176-186  

Mar. 30 
Apr. 1 

Political Parties Norton Chapter 6 ; Conradt 
pp. 121-146; Safran pp. 83-
96 

Apr. 6 Theories of Representation   
Apr. 8 Bureaucracies  Norton pp. 221-228; 

Conradt Chapter 8; Safran 
Chapter 8 

Apr. 13 Issues in European Politics: Energy  
Apr. 15 
Apr. 20 
Apr. 22 

European Union Readings from McCormick, 
to be posted on Oncourse 

Apr. 27 Issues in European Politics: Eastern Enlargement  
Apr. 29 Final Review  
May. 4 Final Exam Monday, May 4 from 2:45-4:45  

Final Paper Due Monday, May 4 in class 
 

 


